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“You shall not go out in haste…for the Lord will go before you, and 
the God of Israel will be your rear guard.” (Isaiah 52:12) 
 

Behold I am doing a  
new thing… 

“At the end of the year we turn with 

excitement to all that God has for our 

future, and yet anxiety is quick to arise 

when we remember our yesterday’s sins 

and blunders. But God is the God of our 

yesterdays, and He allows the memory of 

them to turn the past into a ministry of 

spiritual growth for our future. God 

reminds us of the past to protect us from a 

very shallow security in the present. 

“…the Lord will go before you….” This is 

a gracious revelation— that God will send 

His forces out where we have failed to do 

so. He will keep watch so that we will not 

be tripped up again by the same failures, 

as would undoubtedly happen if He were 

not our “rear guard.” And God’s hand 

reaches back to the past, settling all the 

claims against our conscience. 

 

As we go forward into the New Year, let it 

not be in the quickness of impulsive 

thoughtlessness. But let us go out with the 

 

patient power of knowing that the God of 

Israel will go before us. Our yesterdays 

hold broken and irreversible things for us. 

It is true that we have lost opportunities 

that will never return, but God can 

transform this destructive anxiety into a 

constructive thoughtfulness for the future. 

Let the past rest, but let it rest in the sweet 

embrace of Christ. Leave the broken, 

irreversible past in His hands, and step out 

into the invincible future with Him.”   

~Oswald Chambers, My Utmost For His 

Highest, December 31 Devotional 

 

This devotional is a strong reminder that 

God is in everything we do, everything we 

have done, and everything we are doing to 

do. God goes before us, preparing the way 

for us, and that brings peace and calmness 

to our hearts.  New endeavors, new 

relationships, new discovery and intimacy 

with our Lord and Savior – a wonderful 

excitement builds for this New Year!  

 

The 
Messenger 

Needs List 
• Paper products  

(toilet paper, paper 

towels, Kleenex) 

• Laundry Detergent 

• Walmart/Lowe’s Gift 

Cards 

• Stationery & Stamps 

• Classroom Supplies 

• Journals 

• Any Food Donations 

• Feminine Hygiene 

Products 

• Gardening Supplies 

• Cleaning Supplies 

• Vacuum Cleaners 

• Pots and Pans (many of 

the girls are learning to 

cook) 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEW CREATION – When women enter Life Challenge, they are broken and in despair.  

Once they surrender their lives to Christ, they are supernaturally changed.  Yes, they are New Creations in 

Christ, and yes, they still have to face and process all the trauma and tragedy.  Thus, we ask that you 

continually pray for these New Creations, that He would show them the way to live as His beloved new 

creations in all areas of their lives.  

  

And we ask that you pray for steadfastness and perseverance for each woman to remain in the Lord and to 

obey His voice, even when they are tempted to step away from His hand of provision and protection.  Pray that 

Christ continues to draw them nearer to Him so that they develop healthy habits of living while at Life 

Challenge, and then can employ those habits in their lives beyond Life Challenge. Thank you for edifying 

these New Creations in Christ!   

“In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you have had to suffer  

grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that your faith – of greater worth than gold, 

which perishes even though refined by fire – may be proved genuine and may result in 

praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.” 
(1 Peter 1:6-7) 



 

I am blessed with a very loving and supportive 

family. I have a beautiful precious daughter named 

Jasmine. I had Jasmine when I was 15 years old. My 

family helped me raise her so that I could finish 

school. When I graduated school, I started hanging 

out with the wrong people and started partying. That 

was the beginning of a vicious cycle that I was 

unable to get myself out of. During that time, I was 

introduced to methamphetamine and I became 

addicted. For 11 years, I was heartless and powerless 

over my addiction. I felt defeated and empty.  

Eventually the pain became too much for me to bear. 

I was so broken. My brokenness drove me to cry out 

to God for help. I finally put my pride aside and 

applied to Life Challenge. I learned about God’s 

grace and forgiveness at Life Challenge. I saw 

genuine love in the eyes of the staff, volunteers and 

board.  Now that I have God living in my heart I 

wake up unashamed of my past. I believe in hope. 

My soul feels so alive! God did something in me that 

I couldn’t do myself and He continues to work in my 

life every day. I give Him all the glory! 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Crystal 

“And the God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in 

Christ, after you suffered a little while, will Himself restore you and 

make you strong, firm and steadfast.” (1 Peter 5:10) 

 

Introducing Holly! 
We are pleased to announce that a former Life Challenge graduate, Holly 

Mendenhall, accepted our job offer, and will soon be working at our Sylva 

location. Holly graduated Life Challenge on May 9, 2015, and then subsequently 

lived at the Life Challenge transition house in Sylva and worked for a local hair 

salon. However, before entering the program, Holly did have court issues to deal 

with, and she served one-year prison sentence. Despite what seems like a 

horrible situation, Holly did not allow diversity to damper her relationship with 

Jesus. She was a light in prison and remained steadfast in the Lord for her whole 

term. Holly has a tremendous testimony, and her experiences have grounded her 

for the work she is going to do at life Challenge. She will be the Director of 

Student Services, and will actually begin in the middle of April this year. Please 

join us in prayer during her transition and in celebration of her commitment to 

Christ! 

  

Holly & Brittany 



 

 

What is Amazon Smile? 

AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support 

LCWNC every time you shop, at no cost to you. 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the 

exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient 

shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added 

bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the 

purchase price to your favorite charitable 

organization. You can choose from nearly one million 

organizations to support. 

 

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on 

AmazonSmile? 

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and 

AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, 

wedding or baby registry, and other account settings 

are also the same. 

 

How much of my purchase does Amazon donate? 

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of 

the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile 

purchases. The purchase price is the amount paid for 

the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & 

handling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, or service 

charges. LCWNC receives 100% of your donation.  

 

Sign Up for Smile! 
 

Vision Cast Dinner in 
Winston Salem 

As previously announced, Life Challenge of Western 

North Carolina has a vision to expand its ministry.  

We have been praying for a new center in the 

Winston-Salem area that would branch off from the 

center here in Sylva.  

 

We will be having a vision cast and fundraiser on 

Friday, March 24, 2017 in Winston-Salem.  If you 

should know of any contacts who would be blessed to 

help us, please contact Samantha.  We need contacts 

from churches, businesses, and private individuals 

who could assist us in getting the center up and 

running, and then who would commit to being loyal 

supporters.   

 

Meaghan Richardson, a 2015 graduate, will be the 

Director at LC-Winston.  She is an amazing woman 

of God, who is blessed with organizational skills, 

people skills, determination, and the fire of the Holy 

Spirit to reach out and help more women overcome 

their life-controlling issues.   

 

Donations Day  

Donate any items listed on our needs list between 

9:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Saturday, April 22, 2017. For 

more information or directions call our office at  

828-631-0055. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

http://smile.amazon.com/

